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OBJECTIVES
Students will…
• Demonstrate knowledge of engraving art by creating a 2-D seashell etching with a variety of textural effects
• Demonstrate their knowledge of slab clay construction by creating a 3-D ceramic seashell
• Understand that common textures can be created with a variety of lines
• Understand that shapes or spaces are either positive or negative
• Understand that engraving art requires a balance of textured and filled-in areas versus black spaces
• Understand that “to etch” means to take away
• Utilize a variety of resources
• Learn various drawing skills
• Understand the difference between two-dimensional and three-dimensional pieces of artwork
• Understand slab clay construction and become proficient with these building methods

Teachers will provide examples of shells, books on shells,  
or other resources for students to use when drawing their shells.

2-D Engraving Art  
Combined Thematically with a 3-D Ceramic Seashell

https://www.enasco.com
https://www.enasco.com/K-CareerSolutions


2-D Engraving Art Shells

Step One: 
Have students draw a large shell on a piece of 
9" x 12" drawing paper with colored pencils. It is 
important for students to replicate the colors from 
the shells in their drawing using colored pencils. 
This will help when transferring the image to the 
scratchboard, as dark areas will later remain and 
lighter areas will be taken away.

Step Two: 
Students are now ready to transfer onto the 
scratchboard. They will decide how the image 
will sit on the board, then they will press with the 
back of the engraving cutter tool to outline the 
shell and the colored pencil markings. Students 
will then begin engraving their shell onto the sheet 
using a variety of short lines. They should remem-
ber to avoid outlining their pictures. It is important 
for students to carefully look at their drawing and 
remember to scratch out the white areas and 
leave the dark areas alone.

Step Three: 
When the engraving is finished, students can em-
bellish their project by adding sand. It will be as if 
the shells were found on the beach by the ocean. 



Step One: 
Have students take their large shell drawing and cut the shape 
out. The next step is to roll a slab of clay 3/8" thick. Students 
place their cut shell pattern on the clay slab and cut out two 
identical shells. Students need to bulge out the slabs before 
they score, slip, and mesh the pieces together. Newspaper can 
be used between the slabs to help hold the pieces apart. The 
paper will burn in the kiln and turn to ash. Smooth the clay 
where it was meshed, or use a paddle to round out the edges. 
Tools can be used to create texture and line designs on the 
outside of the shell when it is completely smooth.

Step Two: 
After bisque firing the shell, rinse out with water, especially if 
ash is seen.

Step Three: 
Glaze the shell using a variety of AMACO® liquid underglazes 
to recreate the color of the real shell.

Now students will be ready to bring their 2-D shell drawing 
to a 3-D shell form.

Teachers: Make sure to display the Engraving Art piece and the ceramic shell together. This will show the full thematic, 
2-D to 3-D cycle of work the students achieved.

AMACO® Liquid Lead-Free Underglaze Decorating Colors (16 oz. jars)

LUG-1 [1] 
(AA) Black

LUG-10 [1] 
(A) White

LUG-15 [1] 
(B) Warm     

Gray

LUG-20 [1]
(C) Light Blue

LUG-21 [1] 
(D) Medium 

Blue

LUG-22 [1] 
(E) Dark Blue

LUG-25 [1] 
(F) Turquoise

LUG-26 [1] 
(G) Aqua

LUG-30 [1]
(H) Light 

Brown

LUG-31 [1] 
(J) Mahogany 

Brown

LUG-40 [1] 
(K) Chartreuse

LUG-41 [1] 
(L) Warm 

Green

LUG-42 [1] 
(AB) Blue 

Green

LUG-43 [1]
(N) Dark 

Green

LUG-50 [1] 
(P) Pink

LUG-51 [1]  
(Q) Rose

LUG-52 [1] 
(R) Peach

LUG-53 [1] 
(T) Sun Tan

LUG-54 [1] 
(U) Lilac

LUG-55 [1]  
(V) Purple

LUG-56 [1]  
(W) Maroon

LUG-58 [1]  
(AC) Dark Red

LUG-60 [1] 
(X) Light 

Yellow

LUG-61 [1]
(Y) Bright 

Yellow

LUG-65 [1]  
(Z) Orange

Indicate color by letter code: 9701426(AA).

Royal Brush® Clear Choice™  
Ceramic Combo Brush Value Set 

9742734

3-D Ceramic Shells

Amaco® underglazes will need to be covered with a clear glaze.

https://www.enasco.com/p/9742734


Lesson Plans are developed with teachers with no claim of original authorship.

1.800.558.9595
NascoEducation.com

U27796

MATERIALS LIST
• Nasco Budget White Sulphite Drawing Paper, 9" x 12", 60 lb., 500 sheets — 9700924
• Prismacolor® Pencil Set, 12-Color — 1100652
• Nasco Flexible Student Scratchboard - Black - 81/2" x 11", pkg. of 10 — 9725987
• Engraving Cutter Tools, set of 12 — 9723244
• Royal Brush® Clear Choice™ Ceramic Combo Brush Value Set, set of 24 — 9742734
• AMACO® No. 25 moist White Art Clay, 25-lb. carton — 0800241
• AMACO® Liquid Lead-Free Underglaze Decorating Colors, 16-oz. jars — 9701426(AA-Z)
• Sand

https://www.enasco.com/p/9700924
https://www.enasco.com/p/1100652
https://www.enasco.com/p/9725987
https://www.enasco.com/p/9723244
https://www.enasco.com/p/9742734
https://www.enasco.com/p/0800241
https://www.enasco.com/p/9701426(A)
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